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SIR, 


T7 HEN the ſubjedt © of the Scots | Diſtlleries =: 


. . k 1 2 Jes = 
„ . 


. laſt brought before the Honourable the 2 1 I 
5 4 —— | Houſe of Commons by Mr Roſe, he was pleaſed to 
ay, that it was a buſineſs of much intricacy, 
k which merited minute inveſtigation. He told the 
5 Houſe, that his Majeſty's Miniſters had anxiouſly YN 
ſought for information upon the ſubject, but they 
were not yet fully informed; that what information 3 

4 they had received, had come but lately to their | 
55 hands ; and that therefore it was not * for | imme- | 
2: The buſineſs 8 wo incroduced, you o thought 
3 . ng to > PR - wn 9 


3 „That the preſent n was + ly * FI 
„or a limited time; that the duties on all the Di. 
|  * flillleries in Scotland muſt be much higher than 
| TOE. "0 are > at preſent, « or 8 the Stills muſt be ps i 


Ef the Diſtilleries 


r 


1 6 altogether! : for the police of that part of Hi coun- 
1 try, and the regard that ought to be paid to its 5 
«@ morals as well as health, required there ſhould 
8 x be a great increaſe in the price of ſpirits. The 
1 queſtion was a queſtion of revenue certainly, 8 
. the revenue muſt be relinquiſhed altogether, _ 
2 topt, if the conſumption of ſpi- . 
3 rxits could not be diminiſhed in that part of tze 
We. - « Kingdom ; for the exceſſes which the ene uſe —ä 
Ee: of them accaſioned were enormous.” WO. 4 


BS | vou ſurely, "0 merit 3 commendation for —— n_ 
| delaying the diſcuſſion of the buſineſs, ſo as ar -: A 1 
1 may obtain accurate information, and have time 8 
BS | deliberate maturely upon the ſubject; for 1 
= perſuaded, that nothing but very erroneous ſtate- — 
= ments could have induced you to expreſs” yourſelf 5 
KK as you have done. Though, therefore, I occupy a -.. 
1 very bumble ſtation i in ſociety, I ſhall make no apo: 
: 1 logy for this addreſs, as I think myſelf entitled to ot 
E-3 embrace the opportunity afforded by the delay of nd 

the buſineſs, to lay before you the following ſtate- „ 
= ment, which, from what you ſaid in the Houſe, 1 


N 8 am perſuaded wi 


ill be found entirely new to ou. 
= There were three points of view, in ww © 
_- you was pleaſed to preſent the Scottiſh Diftil- 
5 leries before the Honourable the Houſe of Com- „ 
£ = mons: Fi rſt, 'You conſidered | them as the obca- $i 
| "fon. of diſorder to the internal police of Scot- Ds: * 
| 2 8 As hah — the morals 8 i 


1 


=> a that people; and, laftly, As having enervated both | f 
body and mind, by deſtroying their health and 3 


SE conſtitution. 5 ſeeling that generous compaſſion, = 


which the view of ſuch extenſive miſeries muft ne- 15 


8 1 5 ceſſarily excite, you diſclaim the benefits ariſing = 
1 public revenue from the Diſtilleries ; ; fo 9 Fe: — 


5 * do you deplore thoſe pernicious effes !, 


Whilſt I read your ſpeech, I almoſt felt ) your ſpi- 7 
ee — 35 ben for a truly patriotic Go- 


| Fes hoy will cheerfully ſtruggle through every I 
8 difficulty i in matters of finance, rather than patro- 5 


nize or permit any manufacture, any occupation, to 


= ' caſed on, by which the health of the people i 


- might be enervated, their moral impreſſions weaken- 


, od, and a general derangement introduced into the A 
= police of the country. But a very little recollectian 3 
=_ called off my attention from the ſplendor of the ſen- = 
| timent, to the truth of the. ſubject ; and1 cannot 3 
: help expreſſing my aſtoniſlfment, that a gentleman bs 

> of your acuteneſs in diſcerning the characters of = 
3 men, and who is poſſeſſed of ſuch nice political 3 
5 powers, which enable you to diſcover truth amidſt 


ö the multifarious informations, which on every poli- A 


| | 19 tical ſubject are daily laid before vou. -I am aſlo- _ 2 


| => niſhed that you ſhould have ſuffered yourſelf to be ſo 


| eaſily, fo entirely miſled, by the acknowledged i im- mW 
| e perfect informations you have received, which, ei 


= : ther by direct falſehood, or deſigned ambiguity, have = 


| _ keptthe; truth entirely out of view, and led you to 3 


5 : make haſty, unfounded, and e concluſions, 


[61 


4: know not, indeed I cannot know, who are \ 
125 your. informers, nor what they can have ſaid to you 3 
concerning the Scots Diſtilleries. Theſe details are 


5 mg the arcana of Government; ; but it is now | 


2 — ate, that POR wil d to d Fi oi the * 


1 ok Jpirituous liquors they will render 2 
and their mind incapable of virtuous exertion, unleſs — 
3 RR rai * — coerciue . of ( Govern- 5 RE. 


| Permit me, ber with all os fubmifonÞ . 5 = 


5 you did not judge wiſely to hold Scotland N 
up to the world 1 in ſo contemptible a point — 42 
3 view, There is not any kingdom in Europe, a. 
cording ts the extent of population, where you will! 
* find greater numbers of men, poſſeſſed of the beſt 
virtues of human nature, and endued with the 3 
nhniceſt feelings of perſonal honour. But whatever 3 
Fou may think of this remark, your public attack A 
upon the public character, the reſpectability, the g : 
x virtue, and honour of this country, has been acute 
Ip felt, and has excited a general glow of indigna. * 
tion. The people of Scotland are indeed poor, but in 


ler both their bodies | 


__ themidftof their poverty theyare proud; and though | EE 
+ their pride is not the pride of wealth, it is the . 


= of honeſty, of induſtry, of virtue; _ pride of es 5 5 


tex incompatible with debauchery, with a. - TT 
| — ahh and | bodies enfeebled yl G = 


bp Ke ns by 
france. TY who have Kred in Scotland for three 2 


ſcore years, can from perfect knowledge of the 


country aſſure you, that you are totally deceived 
buy your informers; the people of Scotland cannot 


bie juſtly accuſed of a diſpoſition to intemperance z 


/ there are ſome worthleſs wretches in every country, . oe 


. and many perſons of diſſipated and immoral charac- : 


| ters are. certainly to be found i in Scotland ; but Ik 


0 do you, for this reaſon, think vourſelf entitled pos 3 


2 ſtigmatize their national character? Is it conſiſtent 8 


* with your political juſtice or wiſdom, to tell the Scots 
nation that you conſider them as a race of ſuch fools | 


+ and blackguards, that it requires the coercive hand 3 


of Government to reſtrain, and to preſerve them 


© ws in decency and moderation. ö 1 intreat, Sir, you 2 
| will permit yourſelf to be better informed; let a 
1. compariſon be made between the inhabitants of — 
Scotland and thoſe of any other country, and F 

| Cure, that, in point. of e. it will be . 3 | 


5 * favour. 1 | * 
Intemperance is en the quis cw . 5 5 


Rs many crimes, but if I may give credit to the very N 
. ſlatements of Mr Colquhoun upon the 4 
„5 police of London, and calculate the extent of im. I} 
8 temperance from the number of crimes there com- I 
=O 5 mitted, I will take upon me to ſay, the people 
— of Scotland are comparatively temperate indeed! 5 


For by theſe ſtatements it appears, there are 


ES: more crimes committed within one week in London, ; 


1 than will be found throughout all Scotland for 


many. . chen So” yOu not allow dem —— 


k. 8 


Eo” i — for temperance in proportion? Some per- Os 


fon- poſſibly has told you, that he is plagued with 
* footmen or coachmen, who get often intoxi- - 
_ cated; it may have been repreſented to you, | 
that ſome manufacturers have complained, that a 


few of their labourers have for a while deſerted I 
their work, injured their maſter, and hurt their fa i 
. But are ſuch trifling details worthy the eaer 
or conſideration of a ſtateſman ? Are theſe ſufficient | 
to involve the character of a whole nation? Let W_ 


Scotland alone, Sir, and you 7 


Il find them retain 85 4 


their invariable character of a e active. OY 


induſtrious, and ſober people. 


It is indeed very difficult to get at the 3 of — _ 
n and though 1 had the opportunity, I = 
have not the leaſt inclination, to do it ; but when 25 
Ab report points out any thing which affects the - = 
eee intereſt, whether the report is true or falſe, | 
it is right to prevent its being productive of injurious + 
_ conſequences, - It is for this reaſon I beg leave 6 8 


bote to you the following particulars. 


Report ſays, that the commanding ans: of i 
certain regiments lately come from England have 
1 that it is with extreme difficulty they | 
can maintain the diſcipline and ſobriety of their e | 
 foldiens, on account of the cheapneſs of ſpirits in 
this country, and therefore they had petitioned for : "2 . 
their recall. And report adds, you have taken this 
for a deciſive fact, nd as > charaQeriſtic of the ſtate = 


e. cha cou 0 


b, > m K . ; . d ; : 4 f | To 


Ft 9 1 
An able — weighs every — be- 


5 fore he decides. Did you prohibit the diſtillation 


of rum in the Weſt-Indiaglſlands, before you ſent = 


- thouſands there who periſhed, being poifoned by 


Y . "$$ drinking it new in that deſtructive climate? Have oy 

= = you forgot how the army under the Duke of Brunſ- 3 
| wick periſhed by eating the grapes of Champaigne, _ 
1 when they marched into France? And yet theſe E 

; 1 vines are not rooted up, as deſtructive to the people 1 
= 7 of that province. Did it. not occur to you, that 
= theſe ſoldiers who were ſent to Scotland mut 


| have been very profligate and unprincipled 8 
g deed, before they reached this place, ſeeing” they — 


Women Have pondered before pore had decided, before you -- 
| 0 1 . * bad 1 


3 4 have been ſo eaſily, | ſo ſuddenly corrupted? © 
1 0 : hs | Might it FIN have occurred to you, that as: th eſe 1 | 
1 men were called upon to ſuppreſs mobs and rid, _ 3 

5 which is always an ungracious and diſagreeable „ 
NES ſervice to a ſoldier, that on this occaſion they have 4 

I 5 -poflibly met with more than ordinary indulgence 2 


from their officers, and diſcipline been ſuffereda 


1 little to relax? Might it not have occurred to vou, 0 
dat fs vou know his Majeſty, of his wonted good- 


neſs, has increaſed the ſoldiers pay, and as in I 


. Scotland they found proviſions much cheaper than 
ö : they did in England, that of conſequence they | 
bound more money in their pockets than they were 

| accuſtomed to, or knew how to make a good uſe'of; _ 


and that, therefore, they could not reſiſt the op- - 


5 portunity and temptation to indulgence, which they ol 


uad no principles to oppoſe : ? All this you might 9 


1 hadatlowedafew en ſoldier to ey your ur judge. Sp 
IPD ment reſpecting the moral ſituation of a country. "$4 
”  _ + Conſider, Sir, have any of the commanders of the 3 
= Scots Fencible regiments profer'd a ſimilar. com 


int? This, 1 am perſuaded, is far from being the 


3 caſe; for every other day I read in our newſpapers, . 
L large encomiums upon the orderly behaviour of the | 
 Seots: te; publiſhed by the. people of thoſe | — 3 
3 places where they have been ſtationed. Indeed it = 28 
is a well known fact, that thoſe ſons of the north, n 
being better principled, even among all the tempta. 
ttztions to which they are habituated from their youth, es 3 
E obey their officers, maintain their virtue, and are 0 
3 even accumulating what by them is eſteemed | 
* wealth, which I hope a ſpeedy peace will give — 7. 
IE pm to enjoy. Lou might have weighed | " 
| theſe circumſtances, you ought to have balanced the | 
3 evidence, and then you. would have ſeen, whether 3 

cheap ſpirits or licentious ſoldiers are in the fault. 


: But you may now ſurely ſay, how the balance ſtands, 1 


5 which ought to decide you „ to the tem- | - 


1 75 . of Scotſmen. | 5 = "—— On 
ls am farther 8 that: as Gnas time ago the > on 


2 mothers of thoſe ſty led the Friends of the People m 
Scctland were repreſented to you as originating in i 
- > the intemperance of the people, occaſioned by the 2 


3 cheapneſs of ſpirits, and that you gave credit to that 5 
8 ; repreſentation ; TY ſo at preſent the mobs and riots 


* 5 which in this country illegally oppoſed the ekecu- f 1 
1 * oe the e Militia- act, have been . to o 5 | 3 


Tir] 


1 derived from the ſame origin. I have no doubt 


but vou have received ſuch repreſentations, for I 
| know many gentlemen in this country who are pa- 


nie ſtruck, who reſolve every diſagreeable event 


to the prevalence of reforming, revolutionary, demo- 


. principles. As theſe men attribute every diſaſter | 
| which has happened i in F rance, to atheiſm and falſfſe 
Mm _ philoſophy ; ; ſo being unable or unwilling to find © 
83 ö 1 another cauſe, the exiſtence of theſe principles, e 
. every diſorder which happens in this country, with- ; 


1 eo the lighteſt countenance from reaſon or truth, 


. are imputed to the intemperate uſe of ſpirits, aj 


1 therefore to the Diſtilleries. But if you, Sir, were = 
 awell acquainted with the real ſtate of this country 


1 0 1 am, ſuch information would make no impreſſion = | 

upon your mind, and you would diſtruſt the = 
= ny trembling | weakneſs of Four keeble-winded In. "2 
© formers. „„ pe So lES, wet 2 
Re. ' You, who e are Aly read. in Amma vature, — 
_ know aſſuredly, that neither in Scotland nor any — 
| where elſe, has treaſon or fedition originated, or 
| been ſupported by men addicted to intemperance; _ 
er | * nor can it ever happen. The Reforming Societies 
. Scotland were never accuſed of it; and it wass 
2 5 ſome meaſure their n, which made . x 


f dangerous. | 6-0 
| Attend to the hiſtory of the Ito. riots, and 1p 
you will find, that not one of them was ex- | 


T9 ©” in any populous town, where. * * 5 
- RC people are generally found moſt numerous; 


pw OP: commenced | in obſcure * 1 


ES 


| were collected in country-pariſhes ; they were 


indeed the * tears of Rachel weeping for her 


oh children 35 for the harmleſs peaſants, with domeſtic, | 
I * ith feeling, with afſectionate hearts, looked upon 3 
their children, when compelled to become ſoldiers | 1 
5 55 young, as loſt to them, and loft to virtue for ever. * 
5 5 Had the Scots Militia- act been as comprehenſive in e 
= 5 a 85 otland as it is in England, I would have anſwered | * 
- with my life for "Oy riot it would have produced Fo 
| In this country. 15 3% ö;ö˙ðͤ f ẽ 8 
Ĩ!he Scots . were 1 gend they £m 
= were proud to defend their country ; but they „„ 
1 themſelves entitled to be put upon a footing . 
3 their countrymen in England. It would be affecta | 
WM tion, therefore, if you pretended to believe thoſe fick- - 5 
9 informations; ; you know ĩt is impoſſible they can 3 by 
=p true. Look a little deeper, and you will diſcover the My 
- -; orig of theſe reports; look a little deeper and you } 
* will diſcover the origin of the diſcontents and riots | 
3 which have ſo much prevailed; but you never will — 
ind the well-founded government and police of 43 
country affected with danger, or diſordered by the | 
#3 cheapneſs of Scots ſpirits. It is a calumny, groſs and” - 
2 unfounded, to alledge, that the Scots people, of any = OT 
= deſcription, are addicted to general intemperance . 
0 think, therefore, of founding an act of Parlia- 1 
= ment upon that idea, is a dangerous inſult upon the Dy oy 
= people of Scotland, and a wiſe Legiſlature will de l 
8 cautious of making ſuch an n experiment. | T 


e 15 


1 beg, Sir, you will not miſconſtrue my intention, 


| as if I held an argument for the ſake of the Diſtil. 

len; I hold myſelf diſconnected with every ſuch _ 

| idea; do with them as you pleaſe, tax them as you | 
| think proper; but let neither the public character, 
"= or public intereſt ſuffer, by your giving heed to infor- 
mations ſo totally devoid. of foundation and com- _ 
=: 2 mon tente.. © 5 5 wh 


1 pay very little attention, indepd; to the anxiety 


3 you expreſs for the health of the people of Scotland, "5. 
co preſerve which you would deprive them of ſpi- 4 
=p rituous liquors. E. he whole country laughs at the 
. idea! Here, Sir, in a cold, clear, bracing climate, 3 
TOE parents tranſmit to their children vigorous conſtitu- AF 
= tions, tortured with few diſeaſes, and none of theſe — 
5 imaginary ; wein general live as long as men ſhould _ 
wih to do for happineſs; 5 and we enjoy life as long 3 3 
as we live. This is far from indicating the debilita- 1 = 
3 ting powers of f intemperanſe. „„ 
88 Thus, I hope, your mind i is ſet x at 1 from. your i = 
=D diſtreſſing apprehenſions as to the police, the mo- 
wl and the health of the people of Scotland, being —— 
. e by the Diſtilleries. Lou ſee your informa- 1 
= — tion upon the ſubject has been imperfect, falſe, „ 
n treacherous. As the ills do not exiſt, they ſtand | __ 
ncdt in need of the coercive hand of power 1 
N medy them. But though you ſhould as yet remain 3 
Aunſatisfied, though with patriotic affection you til 3 
5 deplore the deranged and miſerable fate of  Srot- 
. and, and y were fu e to attribute theſe cala- => 
DD . — gr mities - 


t 4 1 


5 Mes 6 68 the | cheapneſ of ſpirits; yet 1 muſt beg — 7 
leave to obſerve to you, that the remedy you pro- 


| poſe 1s not only highly inpolitic, but n — 


3 | tent to the end propoſed. — 
You have juſtly and humanely renounced all idea — 


„ of revenue, when it comes in competition with the | 

more momentous object of public order, and we 
moral proſperity of the people. 1 ſhall therefore — 
but the ſubject of the revenue entirely out of the <. 
* queſtion, and ſuppoſe, with you, the whole Diſtille- |] 
| ries in Scotland ſuppreſſed. Now, tell me, Sir, do — 

kh. yew really and ſeriouſly think, that upon that event | 
the people of Scotland will take your preſcription, K 
3 "i and relinquiſh the uſe of ſpirits ? ? Do you fincerely os - 
* think, that upon that event ſpirits would be con- * 
_ Hderably dearer than they ate at preſent? 1 Is n © 


1 poſſible that you can be ſo ill informed as to be per- 


3 fuaded, that it is the legal licenſed Diſtillers acting | . 


= legally, who occaſion the ſpirits being ſold ſo cheap . 
as they are at preſent ? J aſk theſe queſtions, be- . 


cauſe I am ſure their anſwer is plain to every i 
= "— * who | is acquainted with the truth * 7 


g "I Scorched, this PREY elle; in | the n -* 


= 8 and beſt regulated families, ſpi rits are con- : 
fidered amongſt the neceſſaries of life, and . 

might as well forbid an Engliſhman to eat . 
won, as prohibit the Scots the uſe of ſpirits. Me 


bel climate demands it, and immemorial habit has given : 


n+ frepgrhino to the demand, and rendered it irreſiſiible. fe” IN 


* F 
0 In "NY a Ktwatien, there is not an arrangement with- g 
in the power of his Majeſty's Miniſters, nor even 


within the power of the Parliament of Great Bri- = 
3 tain, which can prevent its gratification. | . 


It is needleſs, upon this topic, to ſhew away, in 


; Os eloquent harangues. The ſtrong univerſal propenilt y 3 
Ent of a people cannot be ſet aſide by the arm of power. 7 1 | 
A long, a powerful, an univerſal habit, cannot be 


n diſſolved by any exertion of authority. To attempt 


1 yy theſe muggling Stills we 


- . it, is impolitic, it is dangerous ; and the difappoint= 
maent of every plan which can be offered, will de. 


monſtrate the weakneſs of the policy. Inclination, A 


= intereſt, and even diſguſt, as the reſtraint will inſti. 2 
gate er ery man to aſſiſt his neighbour, and in ef. 
„ fot every man will become a ſmuggler, and we 
5 moſt daring ſmuggler will become the greateſt fa- 43 
LL vourite with the irritated public., Spirits will be bs 
- manufactured in every corner, and will be brought _ 
[to market without the burden of duties, and conſe- 
3 quently be ſold much cheaper than they can be af. 
' forded by a licenced. manufacturer. Even at pre- — 
— © ſmuggling + Stills abound. in great numbers eve. | 
= 1 ry where. An unlicenced apparatus was n 
E * RE by many licenced Diſtillers, to evade the duties ; ant 
3 the vaſt influx of ſpirits from theſe ſources, was, and "i 
uod is, the real cauſe of the cheapneſs of ſpirits ; ang 
yrought ſo openly, that * 1 
in the north they were 


was the general opinion, 


| connived at by the Officers of Exciſe. But even wen 
Fa they v were * chere, it made no difference ; the 


Jutices = 


L 16 Ty” 


I Jultices of the Peace condemned. the — in + 


hundreds, for their illegal practices; but mercifully 


3 modified the fines, ſometimes even ſo low as a ſhilling 


= Sterling; ; and the reaſon has been known and allow- 5 | 
= ed by ſome of themſelves. The landlord would have „ 
tft his rent if the fmuggler had been ruined; ſoit | 
. judged beſt to ſend him home to re-commence — IÞ 

bais illegal manufactory. I know for certain, all this 


| has often happened, and I am fully perſuaded : 
will happen again; and if 1 your plan of reform takes 


| place, it will ſoon become a general practice , ; be- © 
cauſe, to encourage it will be the intereſt of all. E 2 
BM What, then, will become of your plans of police, of - co * 
| morality, and of health, for this country? Alas, . * 
Fo Scotland! unleſs thou art ſupported by thine own wrtue, oy N 
F the plans of the Rt Honourable Chancellor of the | 


E Exchequer will not preſerve thee from deſtruction. 


But farther, It is not only the internal manu- : 


1 mi of ſmuggled ſpirits upon which our ſupply | . 
uli.ill depend; the foreign ſmuggler will alſo lend us his 5 
willing hand. Our induſtrious neighbours the Dutch, „ 
* though poſſeſſed of fraterniſing principles, will not „ 
forget their induſtry; they will plentifully ſupply W 5 
nunith their gin, they will exult upon your plan for N 


> reforming. Scotland ; they will hear with pleaſure, = 


the profits of the fn 


that you have provided for them a ready market, . 
Y that the controuling hand of authority has increaſed 1 ' 
g trade, and diſpoſed . 

Bm every heart and hand i in Scotland to join iſſue with _ 


N them, and aſſiſt their pperations. - Foreign ſpirits 25 7 


(47. 1 
will then be found plentiful and cheap indeed. 


All the fleets and Exciſe Officers in Britain will 
5 not prevent their importation, when ſo ſure a we 4 
1 mium, and ſo kindly and univerſal a welcome, will 
ak be afforded to the ſmuggler. Even at preſent, though 
2: "We are at war with the Dutch, and our fleets cover 


= the ſeas, ſmugglers are upon our coaſts every day ; 3 . 


5 inſomuch, that to the north of the Frith of Forth, 
| Dutch gin competes with our home-made ſpirits, in : 
quantity, price, and conſumption ; ſo that aw 


dealers in ſpirits will tell you, that they can hardly 


| ſella drop of any thing elſe but gin; and they laugh 4'F 


„ at any perſon Who wonders how they get Ke? In 1 
1 = 1 ſhort, Sir, the country will be ſupplied, what- BE I 
Wm ; ever meaſures you may think proper to adopt ; and 8 
5 as to peace, morals, and health, you ſhall have the | | 

Os mortification to find the country continue preciſely 4 

13 as it was before you attempted to reform it, with _ 

BE only the addition of the profligacy I numerous, a da. 
1 ring, and abandoned race of lawleſs ſmugglers, who _ 
. are always without the protection, and without the : -. b 
e controul, of the laws of their country. 'You will have 7 3 
— © mortification, not only to have made a ſacrifice _ 


8 — 0 a large productive revenue for nothing, but to 5 


IL have given erfergy to a commerce, which will be 3 
5 pe: zpetual drain of money from the kin gdom, and be: in- "0 
” "on prejudicial to the country, in every point of viemp. 


After what has been already ſtated, I am per- - 2 


- ſhade I need ſcarcely obſerve to you, that ide im 


5 | Poſition of ſuch | an ——— . as vou fon” : 


"MW 


1 4 4 


10 threaten, will operate in the ſame way, and have — 
all the pernicious effects, of an abſolute prohibition. 355 
This is ſo obvious, that I ſhall not dwell upon it; 
= - ot before I diſmiſs this part of the ſubject, that 
E ny purpoſe may not be miſconſtrued, I embrace _ 


3 5 opportunity to ſtate, that there is not, in my opinion, 8 


a more fair ſubject of taxation than the Diſtilleries, — 
| | which offera revenue very valuable indeed, in the pre. 


|. ſent ſtate of the public diſtreſs; but whatever duties 

_ maybe impoſed, they ought to be exacted with ſteadi- — - 

neſcs and vigour; the licenſed Diſtiller ſhould not be 
=* permitted to ſmuggle, nor the ſmuggler permitted to 


work at all. The Exciſe Officer ſhould be obliged to 


— tion be permitt 


=. do his daty faithfully, and ſuffer when he i is found ne- be, N 3 
1 gligent; and the Juſtices of the Peace ſhould be 3 95 
= quired to judge without partiality, and, upon ah 8 I 2 
| 1 conſideration whatever, be permitted to modify 5 
1 he penalties to delinquents ; nor ought any diſtine . 
1 in the extent of the duties exact. 
cd. If theſe particulars were ſettled, I would be 5 


| cidedly of opinion, that as the ſpirits are at preſent | 
= offered to market at too low a price, for the con- 5 


1 ſumption and advantage of the community; 8 
= whatever advance may be ſafely made i in the price a 4 
olf the article to the conſumer, it, ir right to apply 1 
1 advanced price proportionally to the wenne 
ok the Crown. Upon ſuch a ſtatement, an increaſe RE 


; of Fay will appear juſt and reaſonable. par oro, 
And here I with much I could give you the 1 


5 needful information, that Je might ſtrike upon 1 


that 


5 1 
| that medium, which will neither deſtroy nor | 
_ cramp the manufacture, hurt the agricultural in- 


F tereſt of the country, diſappoint the hopes of the 


revenue, nor encourage the ſmuggler. But I. have : 
no ſuch connection with the Diſtillers, as might en- 
able me to throw light upon the ſubject, in that 


point of view ; for, like every other perſon, wha ©: 
I bufineſs is affected by taxes, they are cautiouſly I 
BY = tenacious of the ſecret of. their trade.  Notwith= | 
=. ſtanding this, I take the liberty to remark, n 
| your budget. laſt year, you took the Scots. Diſtil- 5 
| leries at L. 550, ©00 ; I am now told, that in conſ- 


- quence. of your reforming ſcheme, if you do not 7 


1 prohibit Diſtillation in Scotland, it is your deſign 7 Y 
* double, ſome fay treble, the above „ 
= laſt would make it L. 1650,000. It is but reaſonable „ 
00 ſuppoſe the coſt of. grain will equal the duties, — 
+ and the expence of the manufacture, amount 9 = 
| a third of the grain, ft that, without reckoning any 4 
I profit to the Diſtillers, the expence will amount 
0 . 3.850, 00. Now, the whole inhabitants - 
of Scotland, men, women, and children, are o 7 
I puted at little more than one million and a half; 5 
Iand I am perfectly aſſured, that at leaſt two thirds . _ | 
TT of theſe ſcarcely ever taſte ſpirits ; ; 6, therefore, 83 
the Scots manufacture is confined to the con 
3 ſumption of that country, this immenſe ſum, with 3 
I ſiuitable profit to the Diſtillers, muſt be paid by that Ces 
5 I comparatively {mall by” of Dare, cle the . MT 


ol 3 leries n entit ray ceaſe. 


21 
4 throw out theſe obſervations to your diſcerning. 1 
a 1 mind, becauſe, whilſt on the one hang 


3 they hold forth the abſurdity of ſuch an increaſe of 1 1 
1 duties, on the other, they exhibit data, by which 
vou may form an idea of the probable conſumption 


of ſpirits in Scotland, and then you may judge 
= what duties that conſumption may reaſonably afford. ; ö 
I forming a judgement upon the ſubject, L would | 
neither attend. to the gloomy apprehenſions of the, ñ⁶ 


__ timid, nor the declamations of pretended: moraliſts, F 


. the intereſted: information of ale and porter 
_ brewers, nor to the unfounded: complaints of the. 
= _ diſtillers; they have already led you to make too 
EE many experiments upon this fubject; inſomuch. „5 
that the perpetual fluctuation of the Scots Diſtillery ; 
3 laws | is a diſgrace to legiſlation. Let the ſubject be | 
13 conſidered deliberately, without prejudice; let i 7 
Auties be impoſed. upon the trade to the utmoſt ex. | 
=. we the. reaſonable conſumption. of the article will 
admit; defend the fair trader, and preſerve the ma- 
nufacture as a great means of our national agri- 2 
1 . cultural proſperity ; and in doing this, you muy reſt 
2 3 aſſured, ſpirits will not be ſold too cheap j in Scot- 4 5 
land; and all your ideal terrors: reſpecting the ſtate | 


= | of the country will vaniſh into nothing, and men of * 
e er we will approve of your arrangements. 
No ſpeculation, Sir, appears to me more certain, = 5 


PT. than, are the immenſe profits, which every depart - 1 
1 ment of the community would aſſuredly derive, * 
1 were the Scots Diſt lers encouraged to make thei: } - 

N e © * 


. * 
lien an object af. foreign. commerce ; but hae. 


ever is in this, the effect of, the diſtilleries upon the — 

agricultural intereſt of this country, is no {pecula- — 5 

tion, nothing has more contributed towards its im- 
9 broramegt. and nothing can be more ee to 


3 ö e my pert too 8 1 1 am Þ deeply 2 


 congenned, I mi 


| C many thou 


| we. read your laſt ſpeech in the Houſe of Commons 


_ upon that ſubject, S, you will, you. muſt eaſe our 


EM | | — * not 64k, our. . Into ee 4 


; "Wal y ou, who have. Py nn pn” ce high 4 


7 wad » reſpeAable, for your political, abilities, and for 


= 2 applying the reſources of this great empire to the 55 : 


1 ' eſtabliſhment of the revenue of the Crown, permit I 
3 yourſelf to be influenced by the peeviſh complaints, 4 
ef tha. whoſe debilitated nerves. tremble at the 


as idea of popular commotions, and have fo little ſenſe, i 


RE as to Attribute them to the uſe of arde ent ſpirits 3 


2 will 3 


Jo might become too earneſt upon the 
3 ap ſobieck. One thing. is certain, that this very ſea- 1 
' ſon, in in . conſequence of a cold ſummer, an irre- - 
3 gular and late harveſt, there are, in Scotland, man 
= and quarters. of barley, which can be TE 3 
applied properly, to no other uſe; than Digi . 
FF and. your menaces againſt the Diſtilleries, have — 
1 ready deeply affected the market. In truth, Sir, a 
'  .  yau-cannot, conceive with what anxiety we farmers 
1  Ilookannually,in apprehenſion of ſome fatal Diſtillery 4 
1 law; you cannot conceive the horror with Which 4 


ion, 25 q 


| able diſcontented peo 


Tx] 


an you; ſuffer yourſelf to be blinded thy the abfurd © 
e of them who tell you of the ſubverſion of 
our morals, and deſtruction of our health. From the 


- ſame ridiculous cauſes, will you ſhuf out from your = M 


recollection the innumerable reaſons you have 


| 3 confide in the faith of Scotſmen, to truſt in their — 


; attachment to their King and Conſtitution, to ad- 3 


mixe their courage, their induſtry, their perſever- 8 


ence; all virtues incompatible with the idea of ge- = 


Y neral intemperance. Will you permit a few in- 3 


J _ ſulated events, the ebullitions of a few inconſider- — 


e, exaggerated by the re- 5 


| - preſentations of the timid or defigning ; ; will you 8 3 
3 _ ſuffer yourſelf, contrary to reaſon, to experience, 6-7 x 
4 Z to truth, to ſound policy, to treat a people with i in- El 


3s ſolence, who deſerve fo well of you, to throw a- E oY 


Y way a revenue, of which the public ſtand ſo much 2 | 
in need; to diſcourage or deftroy a manufacture 6 
highly conducive to our agricultural intereſts, ald 


I therefore, to the beſt intereſts of the community. 85 
| 1 am fully perſuaded, Sir, you will enquire more 


© fully, think more accurately, aud determine W 
6 Wiſely, than ever to ſuffer yourſelf 1 to act ſo incon-- 
Aderately, % wrong ; but a good law, maturelß if 
1 and formed for permanency, plain i in its 
F conſtruction, and eaſy and determined in its exe-" Þ} 
cution, will convince the country, that you are en- | 
4 lightened. upon the ſubject, and have only their i- 
tereſt at heart; and their 1 neee win 2 SP I 


I Aa * Sid * . 3 
3 A is Lora Fanmun. | . 
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